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went to hunt us. Isn't that true? Isn't that true?'7
"Yes, Appochchi, yes. It was because they
wanted me for the Mudalali. Then they took the
chena away and then they brought the case. They
have taken my man from me, what shall I do?"
"Hush, I am here. They shall do no more.
Listen, child. It is true that they have taken Babun
from you. For six months he will be over there.
Very well,' they think. They thought to send me
Lhere too, but the judge Hamadoru was wise. 'Get
3ut/ he said to me. I did not understand then, and
iey laughed at me, but I understand now. Well,
iose two will come back to the village. *The man/
Jiey think, % away over there for six months, only
:he woman and the mad father are here. What can
ihey do? The Mudalali can now take the woman,*
[s this true?'7
"Appochchi!   It is what I fear.   It is true."
"It is true.   But do not be afraid.   The old father
is there, but he is not altogether mad.  The Mudalali
will come back to-morrow, perhaps, or the next day,
mth the headman.   Then they will begin again."
"Yes., yes. That is what I fear, Appochchi.
What can we do? we must go away."
"Hush, child. Do not cry out. There is no need
to be afraid. We cannot go away. How can we
live away from the village and the jungle which we